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Abstract

Religious dialogue within the framework of the Roman Catholic Church was enabled
by a shift in the appraisal of other religions. The shift took place during Vatican II (1962-
1965) and is traceable through the positive and inclusive assessment made of other
religions, explicitly stipulated in the Declaration Nostra Aetate. The desire for encounter
and collaboration with followers of other religious traditions has led to the Church’s
commitment to religious dialogue. This commitment is being materialized in different
forms, with different dynamisms, and at different layers of the Church’s structures. The
overall picture, however, might lead one to ponder on the existence of a Catholic vade-
mecum for interreligious interactions.

Speaking of religious dialogue and collaboration, Pope Benedict XVI says that it
“provides opportunities to express the highest ideals of each religious tradition.” Yet, while
considering the present proliferation of interreligious meetings, he calls for the necessity
of discerning the motivations, the concrete expressions and the final purpose of religious
dialogue. Still, religious dialogue is a vivid motive on the Pope’s agenda. He nurtures it by
fostering issues of common concern that require the attention and cooperation of all. World
peace is one of these.

Based on an analysis of the Pope’s messages for the World Day of Peace, the present
article aims to highlight his underlying dialogic framework. Moreover, it assesses the
fittingness of proposing it as a source of inspiration for guidelines for the practice of
religious dialogue.
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