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Abstract

With the recent tendency toward religious dialogue, after the “Global Ethic
Declaration” had been proclaimed by Hans Kiing, Paul Knitter, the U.S. Catholic
Theologian and Professor of Religious Studies at Xavier University, who has devoted him-
self for a long time to the dialogue of religious practice, proposes the fifth new model for
religious dialogue, the “Religious Practicalism.” He advocates that dialogues among reli-
gions should adopt a “globally responsible and correlational model for dialogue.”

Therefore, this paper attempts to analyze the “religious practice view” of new reli-
gions in contemporary Taiwan, composed of the “social practice view,” “religious ‘Others’
view” and “religious dialogue view,” based on the three core concepts — “global respon-
sibility,” “correlation” as well as “practice and cooperation dialogue” — of the “Religious
Practicalism.” In the meantime, concerning the issue of “global suffering,” this study pres-
ents responses and solutions new religions in contemporary Taiwan could offer. In addi-
tion, this research expects to verify whether the two assumptions — the “emphasis on social
practice” and “emphasis on inter-religious dialogue” — can serve as the two fundamental
characteristics to explain the survival and development of new religions in contempo-
rary Taiwan, by means of the “religious practice view” of new religions in contemporary
Taiwan. At the same time, it discusses whether these two fundamental characteristics can
be in accordance with Knitter’s core ideas and assumptions of his “Religious Practicalism.”
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