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Information Technology and Religion: A Mini Sociological Imagination

Abstract

The paper explores the relationships between information technology and religion.
Firstly, the paper describes how religious organizations have been using mass media
and information technology, such as print, cinema, radio, television, Internet, cellular
phone, and virtual reality. Secondly, the impacts of information technology on
religious organizations are explored, with the concepts of centralization and
decentralization as well as intermediation and disintermediation. The focus is put on
whether information technology has helped to generate the effects of decentralization
and disintermediation, on the one hand, and facilitated the rise of new religions, on the
other. The argument obtained is mixing. Finally, three perspectives that describe and
explain the relationships between information technology and religion are discussed

by listing their features and weaknesses, which could be explored for further research.
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